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would permit no military interference with civil administration. The mayor of New Orleans formally requested his interference by military order in certain proceedings against the corporation. General Hancock declined, on the ground that his interference would be unconstitutional, and could only be exercised in an emergency which did not, in his opinion, then exist.
He was requested by the general commanding the District of Texas, to order a military commission for the trial of a certain offender. He declined, stating as his reasons, tl^at, while the act passed by Congress "for the more efficient government of the rebel States" made it the duty of commanders of military districts to punish disturbers of the public peace and criminals, that power, from the nature of things, should only be exercised when the local civil tribunals were unable or unwilling to enforce the laws, a supposition which did not exist, a State government in subordination to the United States being then in the full exercise of its powers in Texas.
General HancocVs predecessor had summarily, by military order, removed the clerk of a court, and had appointed another in his place. General Hancock revoked this order, on the ground that if there were any charges against the cterk so removed, the courts were competent to take action in the premises.
His predecessor had rendered the administration of justice inefficient, by instituting certain qualifications for persons to be eligible to do jury duty, such qualification being made by militaxy order. General Hancock revoked the order, announcing that he would not per- who truly believed in the supremacy of the ideas on which our Eepublic is founded. It was hailed as the presage of a return from the anarchy ofhroughout    the
